
14th Annual Hobbs Pond Swim   
 

Camden’s Garrigan  Just Misses Record 
 

 
Hope.  Sunday August 14th.  Calm waters made for fast times in this 
family-dominated event.  Still,  Clair Vanderven’s venerable record 
survived a serious challenge by Charlie Garrigan. 
 
 Clair Venderven deBoers, a French teacher from Lincolnville, was 
the best all-round swimmer the MidCoast has known.  She set the Hobbs 
Pond swim record of 9:04 in 2000.  Now, it looks invincible.  Charlie 
Garrigan came fairly  close when he won the Hobbs Pond in 2002 but, this 
year, conditions looked right.  Garrigan was pushed early too by 2nd 
finisher, Robert Spencer (Chevy Chase MD), 3rd finisher, Chloe Squibb 
(Camden), and 4th & 5th finishers, Lianne & Alyssa McCluskey (Hope).  But 
when the results were in, Garrigan had missed the record by four seconds.     
 
 The event is a mixture of racing and recreation.  Both parts of the mix 
were dominated by families.  Garrigan’s parents participated as spotters.  
Spencer’s family, some of whom have swum in the past, provided two 
timers, his mother and grandmother, Helen Dupont.  Chloe Squibb’s 
parents both swam and finished.  The McCluskeys’ mother was the on-
land spotter.  Sixth place Erin Boyer of Dover-Foxcroft was the first of four 
Boyers who completed the swim, including the youngest, her 8-year-old 
brother Peter. 
 
 Other families were involved.  Maureen Scott’s family (Hope) also 
spotted.  Judith Jones (Hope) was clerk of course, head timer, and hosted 
the reception; her husband, Bill, is the only person to have finished all 14 
Hobbs pond swims.  Doug Roth (Union) helped organize the meet and 
swam; his wife, Tamao, helped lay out the course.  Of the Curll-Livingstone 
family (Hope), Hilda swam, Joe timed and Ben spotted.  Hans Wendel 
(Dover-Foxcroft) won the breaststroke challenge while wife, Margaret, 
niece Sarah and nephew Lucca arranged the reception.  Tom and Isabel 
Lyndon (Wayland MA) were the oldest couple in the swim’s 14-year 



history.  (Isabel is a Camden Merrill.)    Three Martins (Searsmont) entered 
the swim and two completed it. 
 
 This year, participation from Hope was down to six.  The town must 
be recovering from its 15 participants last year --  its bicentennial.  Don 
Goettler, though, is son-in-law of the Hebbs of Hope, and the Lyndons are 
summer residents.  There were 7 swimmers from Camden and 5 from 
Dover-Foxcroft.  The Spencers were the long distance travelers.  Barbara 
Merrill,  our State Representative, was the highest-ranking politician who 
swam. 
 
 PenBay Masters’ Swimmers provided organizational help this year.  
While there were plenty of young people, there were also 8 PenBay 
Masters: Carrie Carney (Camden), Tom Ingebritson (Camden), Doug 
Roth, Bill Jones, Kristi Panayoutoff (Lincolnville), Kathy Kandziolka (Hope), 
Hilda Livingstone, and Dolly Slater (Owl’s Head), plus Maine Master Hand 
Wendel and Isabel & Tom Lyndon and Helen Spencer, who are masters 
from other clubs.  Special thanks to Dolly Slater, also the oldest swimmer, 
for providing a needed, back-up stopwatch.  She and other “masters’ 
pulled the average age of swimmers up to 36.      
 
 A picnic, at the Jones’s camp, went on well into the afternoon. 
 
 Results follow: 
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 Name   Age Town/State   Time 
 



 Charlie Garrigan  21M Camden    9:08 
 Robert Spencer  12M Chevy Chase MD   9:32 
 Chloe Squibb  15F Camden    9:48 
 Lianne McCluskey  13F Hope   10:10 
 Alyssa McCluskey  15F Hope   10:24 
 Erin Boyer   12F Dover-Foxcroft 10:47 
 CarrieCarney   31F Camden  10:54 
 Tom Ingebritson  20M Camden  10:57 
 Maureen Scott  35F Hope   11:07 
 Doug Roth   43M Union   11:33 
 Bill Jones   68M Hope   12:25 
 Ken Foster   42M Camden  12:42 
 Kristi Panayoutoff  56F Lincolnville  12:43 
 Kathy Kandziolka  24F Hope   12:49 
 Donnie Boyer  10M Dover-Foxcroft 13:09 
 Peter Boyer     8M Dover-Foxcroft 13:21 
 Jory Squibb   64M Camden  13:52 
 Hilda Livingstone  50F Hope   13:57 

Hans Wendel  69M Dover-Foxcroft 14:06 breastroke 
Isabel Lyndon  65F Wayland MA  15:30 
Don Boyer   38M Dover-Foxcroft 16:43 
Don Goettler   25M Brooklyn NY  16:44 
Brenda Squibb  52F Camden  17:07 
Lillian Martin   44F Searsmont  18:58 
Barbara Merrill  47F Appleton  18:58 
Dolly Slater   74F Owl’s Head  19:44 
Tom Lyndon   73M Wayland MA  22:25 
Shawn Martin   10M Searsmont  40:55 
Kitanna Martin     8F Searsmont  NT 
 

 
 Course record, 9:04, set by Claire Vanderven in 2000.  Course breaststroke record,  
11:26, set by  Lianne  McCluskey’s  in 2004. 
 
.    


